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Undying Quest for Equality in the United States
Racial inequality has undoubtedly steered and shaped the ever-growing social scourge of inequality and injustice in both the social and economic aspects of black people’s livelihoods in the United States. In her literature piece, “What is Owed, Nikole Hannah Jones” immerses her thoughts and arguments into black life in America since time immemorial. She tries to decipher and elaborate on interlink between government policies, acts of inhumanity, and racial segregation that affect the marginalized black community’s existence. It is the lag in political, economic, and religious liberation by the black community that translated to African-Americans’ destitute existence and a significantly socially stratified society. It is noteworthy that it is important to elaborate and vividly describe how the historical variations are manifested in modern times’ realities. Where does this interlink and connection between the past governance significantly affect the culture and social organizations experienced?
In the era before reforms and the existence of laws that promoted human rights and protected all United States citizens from any form of discrimination, there was, and the effects still reverberate to date, classification of humans. Contrary to classification biologically, the study of American history gives a hunch that such classification of people was a case of social grouping. It is aspects and traits such as complexion and economic wellbeing that were key in the grouping. As a result, all those living within the confines of the United States border and were of African descent were branded as black. This racial grouping hence becomes rooted in the sociocultural aspects of society. It affects the distribution of services and resources due to what is termed as the social hierarchy of races. In the United States, this hierarchical disposition of white supremacy breeds a sense of unjust entitlement over the black community (Hannah-Jones, 2020). This “supremacy” encroached and polluted the minds of Presidents such as Andrew Johnson, whose administration promoted racial discrimination, with a particular executive order of retracting 40 acres of land given to the blacks as their source of livelihood (Hannah-Jones, 2020). Social and racial discrimination eventually harmed the black community, leaving them to trod in the land of anguish and poverty.
The contemporary modern realities of the black people’s poor neighborhoods, lack of employment opportunities, and the saddening killings of the race manifest both mental and physical slavery of the community, as mentioned earlier. According to Hannah-Jones, black people were regarded as property and “machinery,” toiling in the whites’ farms under minimal wages and oppressive conditions. Economically, blacks amassed a large treasure chest of capital in land, houses, and even well-built factories. However, the bone of contention was that slaves had no authority and any level of legal regulations against the oppressors. As a result, all this toil and hard work did not economically benefit and empower the African-Americans. Still, they consequentially created an unassailable lead by the whites in terms of development. Any progress by the black man was seen as competition, and the whites went to extremes such as massacre to harbor an economic advancement (Tulsa Historical Society & Museum, 2018). Hannah Jones argues that the black community’s case is that of a man being chased from his ancestral home without a dime and is required to breed out an existence out of nothing. Therefore, as witnessed to date, the wealth gap is that of a primary economic advantage, where the whites can afford to purchase large tracts of land and possess homes in suburbs with ancestral money.
However, wealth is not only the sociocultural aspect that contributes to the social gap between the whites and the backs in the country. Governance and inclusivity in legislative and policy-making institutions also play a salient role in ensuring all social communities’ equality. Political injustices since the slavery era against blacks are a primary contributor to the deep in modern times. Black people were prohibited from voting and partake in the country’s electoral structuring for a long time. Once allowed to do so, electoral atrocities ensured that the blacks were underrepresented in all government arms. In areas where black politicians were elected, the whites used force rigged elections and staged coups to remove them from a sniff of power (Hannah-Jones, 2020). Thus, it is unsurprising that the first black president, Barack Obama, was forty-fourth in line, after decades of trial and African-American championing their rights. Such was a milestone, and the mood was that of attained liberation for the African-Americans (Hanks, 2009). The long duration without entities and people who were ready to champion, fight for inclusivity and formulate policies that were fair for blacks was a digressing factor of bridging the gap between them and the whites. Moreover, education disparity resulting from racist policies that prohibited blacks from accessing quality education was a blueprint to ensure that the white population mostly took employment opportunities.
Conclusively, it is factually accurate to tie the black community’s challenges regarding social and economic development to date to the past era’s injustices. Policies and governance that was inclined towards empowering the whites while demeaning the blacks created an unfavorable system to progress by the black community. Whites benefit from amassed wealth by the slaves that give them an economic advantage. They possess the land that was acquired due to oppression; administrative policies to date pose a benefit to them when it comes to receiving government services and grasping employment opportunities. Perceptions of supremacy still linger in even modern white generations. As we experience a rise in calls and campaigns for equality, the effects of racism still remain in blacks and whites’ minds and devour social and economic empowerment by the former.
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